
Introdu ction
Th e s e  tu torials  are  de s igne d to as s ist 

M S Pu blis h e r u s e rs  w h o are  s w itch ing (or 
th ink ing of sw itch ing) to Scribu s. W e ll de -
ve lope d Pu blis h e r s k ills  are  as s u m e d as  
w e ll as  som e  bas ic Scribu s  s k ills  th rou gh  
tu torials  lik e :

Niyam  Bh u s h an 
Ge t Starte d W ith  Scribus  
docs.scribu s.ne t

Scot Blade s  
Scribus  Manual 
w w w .scotsw orld.ne t

M y ow n e xpe rie nce  ste m s  from  de s ign-
ing a 12-20 page  gre yscale  ne w sle tte r for 
a com m u nity ce ntre  so I w ill start by e x-
ploring black -and-w h ite  pos s ibilitie s. 
Each  s e ction w ill e nd, h ow e ve r, w ith  an 
e xploration of colou rfu l e xte ns ions.

Th is  s e t of tu torials  w ill also com e  w ith  
online  s u pport: s im ply vis it th e  
fre e 2code .ne t foru m s  and as k  Ariz ona for 
h e lp w ith  any spe cific proble m s  you  m ay 
be  e ncou nte ring.
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Bas ic Borde rs
W e  w ill be gin w ith  th e  bas ic style s  

offe re d by Pu blis h e r be fore  e nte ring th e  
Borde rArt galle ry. Som e  of th e s e  are  dis -
playe d to th e  le ft (Fig 1). You  ach ie ve  
th e s e  in Scribu s  by s e tting th e  Line  and 
Colors/Line  param e te rs  in th e  Prope rtie s  
(F2) dialogu e  box for e ach  borde re d ite m .

For th e  rou nde d corne rs , go to Prope r-
tie s/Sh ape /Rou nd Corne rs  and s e t a 
s u itable  point s iz e  (th e  de fau lt z e ro pt 
give s  a s q u are  corne r). Th e s e  rou nde d 
corne rs  are  a nice  fe atu re  in Scribu s. In 
Pu blis h e r you  m u st u s e  a s h ape  w ith  te xt 
ins e rte d bu t it is  h ard to re fine  th e  
s h ape 's  rou nde dne s s.

As  far as  I can te ll, Scribu s  doe s  not of-
fe r th e  option of s e le cting w h ich  s ide s  w ill 
h ave  borde rs. I lik e  th is  option in Pu blis h -
e r, e s pe cially for ach ie ving an u nde rline  

Th is  is  a s im ple  te xt box w ith   1pt black  
borde r and 5pt w h ite  space  arou nd th e  
te xt. It doe sn't ch ange  w ith  re s iz ing. Th is  
s h ou ld be  u s e d as  a good bas ic de fau lt.

Lore m  ipsu m  dolor s it am e t, cons e cte tu e r 
adipiscing e lit. Ut a sapie n. Aliqu am  ali-
qu e t pu ru s  m ole stie  dolor. Inte ge r q u is  
e ros  u t e rat posu e re  dictu m . Cu rabitu r dig-
nis s im . Inte ge r orci. Fu sce  vu lpu tate  lacu s  
at ipsu m . Qu is q u e  in libe ro ne c m i laore e t 
volu tpat. Aliqu am  e ros  pe de , sce le ris q u e  

Th is  is  a re ctangle  s h ape  w ith  
a 3pt gre y borde r and 4pt 
rou nde d corne r. Th is  te xt is  
ins ide  its  ow n te xt box w ith ou t 
any borde r. Th is  com bination 
allow s  for fle xible  te xt re s iz ing 
and re location w ith in a ch os e n 
borde r bu t th e  re ctangle  and 
te xt box s h ou ld be  grou pe d for 
m ajor re location, for e xam ple , 
to a diffe re nt page .

Fig 1 Bas ic borde rs  in Scribu s

e ffe ct w ith  te xt h e adings. In Scribu s , you  
can do th is  by draw ing a s e parate  line  to 
place  at th e  bottom  of th e  te xt box, th e n 
grou p for re location. Se e  th e  

 in Fig 2. Care  is  ne e de d, 
h ow e ve r, s ince  grou ping th e  te xt box and 
line  and th e n re s iz ing w ill re s u lt in th e  
line  th ick e ning or narrow ing as  you  in-
cre as e  or de cre as e  th e  grou p's  s iz e . In 
Pu blis h e r, th e  borde r is  part of th e  te xt 
fram e  and s e t to, say, 1pt and re s iz ing 
th e  box w ill not affe ct th e  borde r th ick -
ne s s  at all.

As  you  can s e e , th e re  are  som e  advant-
age s  to h ow  Pu blis h e r doe s  th ings  and 
oth e r advantage s  to h ow  Scribu s  doe s  
th e m . I h ave  fou nd th at th e  e ffort to u n-
de rstand th e  Scribu s  w ay doe s  de live r be t-
te r ove rall control of th e  final produ ct. So 
stay patie nt and e xpe rim e nt a lot.

Lore m  ipsu m  dolor s it am e t, 
cons e cte tu e r adipiscing e lit. Ut 
a sapie n. Aliqu am  aliqu e t pu r-
u s  m ole stie  dolor. Inte ge r q u is  
e ros  u t e rat posu e re  dictu m . 
Cu rabitu r dignis s im . Inte ge r 
orci. Fu sce  vu lpu tate  lacu s  at 
ipsu m . Qu is q u e  in libe ro ne c 
m i laore e t volu tpat. Aliqu am  

Th is  box h as  a 2pt 
de e p gre y dotte d line  
borde r and a 50% 
O pacity (s e t u nde r 
Prope rtie s/Colors/Fill).

And finally, a little  colour...

Borde rs
W e  w ill e xplore  4 k inds  of borde rs  in 

Scribu s , starting w ith  gre yscale  ve rs ions :
1) bas ic borde rs  u s ing scribu s  tools  

w ith  e as y m oving and re s iz ing

2) m ore  com ple x borde rs  m ade  to a 
give n s iz e

3) fancy borde rs  w ith  de corative  
e le m e nts

4) som e  colou r ve rs ions  of th e  above
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H O W  TO  add a s ingle  borde r pre cis e ly:
M ak e  you r te xt box and ins e rt th e  te xt. Form at 

as  de s ire d. Ge t a rou gh  ide a of h ow  m u ch  w h ite  
space  you  w ant u nde r th e  te xt by u s ing th e  obje ct 
h andle s. Go into Prope rtie s/X,Y,Z  and s e t th e  
H e igh t pre cis e ly. For e xam ple , for th is  16pt font 
s e tting I ch os e  a 20pt H e igh t.

Cre ate  a plain 1pt black  straigh t line  and 
pos ition it on th e  bottom  borde r of you r te xt box.

Us ing th e  h andle s , re du ce  th e  w idth  of th e  te xt 
box so th e  te xt fits  in ne atly. In Prope rtie s/X,Y,Z , 
s e t an e xact W idth  ne ar th e  one  th at re s u lte d 
from  th at re s iz ing. Now  u s e  th is  e xact W idth  
s e tting for you r straigh t line .

Grou p th e  te xt box and line  for re location (bu t 
avoid any fu rth e r re s iz ing).

To cre ate  anoth e r s im ilar h e ading, I du plicate  
(copy-and-paste  in Pu blis h e r) and re locate . You  
w ill ne e d to u ngrou p to e dit th e  te xt, th e n 
re grou p. Re s iz e  only h oriz ontally to fit th e  te xt 
ne atly.

Fig 2 M ajor Ne w sle tte r H e ading

Com ple x Borde rs
Th is  ne xt s e t of borde rs  ne e ds  a little  

inge nu ity. Som e  are  de rive d from  
Pu blis h e r's  Bas ic borde rs  in th e  
Borde rArt galle ry, s u ch  as  

. W h e n th is  borde r is  cre ate d in 
Pu blis h e r you  can re s iz e  th e  te xt fram e  or 
re ctangle  - Borde rArt is  not available  in 
oth e r s h ape s  - and th e  borde r re m ains  
th e  sam e . Th is  w ill not be  th e  cas e  for th e  
s im ilar borde rs  cre ate d in Scribu s.

Th e re  are  tw o w ays  to proce e d, e ach  
w ith  diffe re nt re s u lts. Th e  first is  to do 
th e  obviou s : cre ate  a first re gu lar s ingle  
line  borde r and th e n a sm alle r fram e  
ins ide  it, offs e t appropriate ly. Th e  s e cond 
m e th od is  de scribe d in th e  box be low .

Variations  on th is  th e m e  of ove rlaying 
borde rs  is  s h ow n in Fig 4.

2 x 1pt borde r boxe s ,
offs e t by 5pt

sam e  2 boxe s , grou pe d 
and re s iz e d, note  

th e  e ffe ct on th e  borde r

4pt w h ite  borde r ove r
6pt black  borde r sam e  2 boxe s , grou pe d 

and re s iz e d, note  
th e  e ffe ct on th e  borde r

Fig 3  Borde rArt

H O W  TO  m ak e   borde r:
Th e  de fau lt s iz e  for th is  borde r is  6pt. Both  

th e  ou te r and inne r re ctangle s  are  1pt th ick  
w ith  a 4pt s e paration. Th is  is  th e  s e tting w e  w ill 
u s e  h e re .

In ge ne ral you  w ill w ant to borde r a box 
locate d at X,Y w ith  s iz e  W ,H . In th is  e xam ple  w e  
w ill borde r th is  re ctangle  place d at 29 5,363 and 
of s iz e  517,202.

Th e  te ch niq u e  w e  w ill u s e  h e re  is  to cre ate  a 
6pt black  borde r w ith  a 4pt w h ite  borde r place d 
at its  ce ntre , le aving th e  1pt w ide  ou te r e dge s  
vis ible  as  tw o line s.

Be cau s e  Scribu s  draw s  borde rs  e ve nly both  
inw ards  and ou tw ards  from  th e  bas e line , and 
w e  w ant ou r borde r to be  containe d ins ide  ou r 

de fine d re ctangu lar are a, w e  w ill ne e d to start 3 
pts  dow n from  ou r e ve ntu al starting point. In 
ge ne ral, th is  w ill m e an starting w ith  a re ctangle  
at X+ 3,Y+ 3 of s iz e  W -6,H -6. So, in ou r cas e , w e  
ne e d to draw  a re ctangle  and s e t its  location to 
29 8,366 and its  s iz e  to 511,19 6. 

Du plicate  th is  re ctangle  bu t adju st th e  
s e ttings  of th e  du plicate  so th at th e  Line  is  4pt 
th ick  and colou re d W h ite . Re pos ition it at 
29 8,366. M ak e  s u re  th e  Fill colou r is  s e t to 
None  so th at th e  e dge  of th e  black  borde r 
be h ind s h ow s  th rou gh .

H igh ligh t both  re ctangle s  and Grou p th e m  
(Ctrl+ G). You  can now  re locate  th is  borde re d 
box. H ow e ve r, to re s iz e  corre ctly you  w ill ne e d 
to u ngrou p th e  tw o boxe s , re s iz e  th e  black  one , 
and adju st th e  w h ite  one  to m atch .

Fig 4 Som e  ove rlapping borde rs

black  borde r ove rlaid by 
gre y das h e d borde r

black  borde r ove rlaid 
by narrow e r w h ite  

dotte d borde r
black  dots  and 
das h e s  on gre y

narrow  orange  dots
ove r plain w h ite

ove r blu e  back grou nd

re s iz ing re s u lts
in narrow ing
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Ch alle nge  #1
In de vis ing w ays  to re produ ce  Pu blis h e r 

e ffe cts  in Scribu s , I de cide d to ch alle nge  
m ys e lf to re produ ce  a particu lar page  of 
th e  com m u nity ce ntre  ne w sle tte r alre ady 
cre ate d in Pu blis h e r. Th at page  h ad a 
re cipe  box w ith  Borde rArt and Clip Art 
inclu de d (s e e  Fig 5). Th e  borde r is  m ade  
w ith  th e  Borde rArt s e tting of 

, s iz e  9 pt, dark  gre y colou r. Th e  ide a 
w as  to s u gge st th e  ch ick pe as  containe d 
am ong th e  re cipe  ingre die nts.

In fact, th e  Pu blis h e r re s u lt gave  dots  
too sm all for a good e ffe ct and m ak ing 
th e m  large  e nou gh  to s u gge st ch ick pe as  
re s u lte d in an ove rly th ick  borde r. H e re  
is  w h e re  Scribu s  com e s  into its  ow n as  
fine  s e ttings  and adju stm e nts  are  pos -
s ible . (Note  th at Pu blis h e r alw ays  pro-
du ce s  w h ite  circle s  for th e  dots  in 
Borde rArt bu t th is  m ay be  re nde re d on 
scre e n - or in a scre e ns h ot - as  a cros s  or 
star w h e n fe w  pixe ls  are  involve d in e ach  
circle .)

I fou nd th at th e  be st w ay to re produ ce  
th is  borde r w as  to start w ith  a s im ple  
line  of w idth  9 pt. Ne xt, m ak e  a long th in 
te xt box and ins e rt a circle  glyph : ins ide  
Story Editor, click  on Ins e rt/Ins e rt 
Glyph . A dialogu e  box s im ilar to th e  W in-
dow s  Ch aracte r M ap w ill ope n u p. I am  

Fig 5 Scre e ns h ot of re cipe  box cre ate d in Pu blis h e r w ith  Scribu s  pe tal cu toff

●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  

●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  
u s ing Book m an O ld Style  Re gu lar h e re  
and th e re  is  a nice  circle  at 25CF in its  
m ap. Th is  m ay vary w ith  diffe re nt fonts , 
ju st look  arou nd for a s u itable  glyph  in 
th e  font you  are  u s ing. O nce  ins e rte d, 
add a space , copy th e  glyph + space , th e n 
paste  ove r and ove r to m ak e  m u ltiple  cop-
ie s. Se t th e  font colou r to W h ite  and e x-
pe rim e nt w ith  th e  font s iz e  to m ak e  
sm alle r or large r w h ite  circle s. Care fu lly 
place  th is  te xt box ove r th e  straigh t line . 

You  can try diffe re nt glyph s , of cou rs e , 
and diffe re nt colou r s e ttings. Som e  re s -
u lts  are  s h ow n in Fig 6. Pre pare  tw o line s  
e ach  for th e  ve rtical and h oriz ontal s ide s  
of you r borde r and care fu lly place  th e m  
toge th e r. Adju st so th e  glyph s  are  ne at. Fig 6 Row s  of glyph s  ove r straigh t line s

 ●   ●   ●   ●   ●   ●   ●   ●   ●   ●   ●   ●   ●   ●   ●  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ 

▲ ▲ ▲ ▲ ▲ ▲ ▲ ▲ ▲ ▲ ▲ ▲ ▲ ▲ ▲ ▲ ▲ ▲ ▲ 

 ◄  ►  ◄  ►  ◄  ►  ◄  ►  ◄  ►  ◄  ►  ◄  ►  ◄  ►  ◄  

●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  ●  
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Fancy Borde rs
H ow e ve r pre tty all th e s e  glyph s  are , it 

re m ains  te diou s  to cre ate  e ach  of th e  4 
borde r s ide s  and align th e m  ne atly. In 
th e  ne xt te ch niq u e  w e  w ill e xplore  
Scribu s ' Attach  Te xt To Path  capability, 
starting w ith  som e th ing s im ilar to 
Borde rArt's  , a borde r I 
lik e  to u s e  for annou nce m e nts  of 
ch ildre n's  partie s  and th e  lik e .

H O W  TO  m ak e  th is  star borde r:

Start w ith  a re ctangle  th at w ill 
h old th e  te xt and graph ics  re -
q u ire d. Conve rt it to a path  
th rou gh  Ite m /Conve rt To/Be z ie r 
Cu rve . Ne xt m ak e  a te xt box w ith  
a line  of space d aste ris k s  (*) in a 
bold font. Now  h igh ligh t both  th is  
te xt box and th e  re ctangle  and 
click  Ite m /Attach  Te xt To Path . 

You  s h ou ld now  h ave  a star-
borde re d box. It h as  th e  advant-
age  of be ing re adily re s iz able . Th e  
m ain proble m  is  th at th e re  are  no 
stars  righ t in th e  corne rs. You  can 
fix th at w ith  sm all adde d te xt 
boxe s  containing a s ingle  aste ris k  
(bottom  righ t) or u s e  a spe cializ e d 
glyph  for e xtra e ffe ct (top righ t).

*



First, find a de ce nt ph oto of 
ch ick pe as. Flick r.com  is  a 
good place  to go: try an ad-
vance d s e arch  lim ite d to Cre at-
ive  Com m ons -lice ns e d ph otos.

Now  ope n th is  ph oto in Gim p 
(or Paint) and isolate  a s ingle  
ch ick pe a of ch aracte ristic 
s h ape , u s ing th e  oval or a s im il-
ar tool. Ge ntly e ras e  arou nd 
th e  ch ick pe a s h ape . Save  as  a 
.png file .

Im port th is  into Ink scape  
and pe rform  a s im ple  m ono-
ch rom e  bitm ap trace  
(Path /Trace  Bitm ap on th e  
m e nu ), non-sm ooth , 6 laye rs  .

You  s h ou ld w ork  on th e  re s -
u lting laye rs , s im plifying th e m  
(by h and and also u s ing CTRL-
L tw ice  in q u ick  s u cce s s ion) 
and re du cing th e m  to ju st 3 

s im ple  laye rs , bu t re taining 
th e  ch aracte ristic s h ape . M ost 
clip art h as  th is  s im ple  stru c-
tu re .

Copy th is  ch ick pe a to its  
ow n Ink scape  file  and save  it 
as  BW ch ick pe a.svg. Now  im -
port a copy into you r Scribu s  
docu m e nt and m ak e  m u ltiple  
copie s. Re du ce  som e  of th e m  
and rotate  som e  of th e m  to 
give  a random  e ffe ct. Th e n 
place  th e m  to look  lik e  a scat-
te ring in th e  top le ft h and 
corne r of th e  re ctangu lar are a 
be ing u s e d for te xt and pe r-
h aps  oth e r graph ics.

Add som e  ligh t gre y dotte d 
line s  to e xte nd th e  borde r e f-
fe ct and you  now  h ave  an ori-
ginal and h ope fu lly qu ite  
artistic borde r all of you r ow n.

H O W  TO  cre ate  th is  corne r fram e  of scatte re d ch ick pe as :

 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
 *

 *
 *

 *
 *

 *
 *

 *
 *

 *
 *

 *
 *

 *
 *

 *
 *

 *
 *

 *
 *

 *
 *

 *
 *

 *

Rou nde d corne rs  (th is  one  is  s e t to 10pt 
via Prope rtie s/Sh ape /Rou nd Corne rs : 
be fore  conve rting to Be z ie r) also h e lp cre -
ate  sm ooth e r bu t not pe rfe ct corne rs.

...............ju s t try n e w  th in gs ...
..

..

...❢ ...❢ ...❢ ...❢ ...❢ 
...❢ ...❢ ...❢ ...❢ ...❢ 

...❢
 ..

.❢ .

☺
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Clip Art
M ost Pu blis h e r (or M icrosoft) clip art 

com e s  in .w m f (W indow s  M e tafile ) form at 
and is  m anage d th rou gh  a clip art gal-
le ry. First, it is  h ard to find th e s e  file s  as  
th e y are  store d in obscu re  locations  on 
you r h ard dis k . Se cond, e ve n if you  do 
find th e m , Scribu s  w ill not re cogniz e  
th e m .

I'm  no le gal e xpe rt bu t I be lie ve  th at if 
you  ow n a lice ns e d copy of M S Pu blis h e r 
th e n you  can u s e  th e  as sociate d clip art, 
e ve n if you 're  ins e rting it into a diffe re nt 
pu blis h ing softw are . Th e re  is  an O pe n 
Clip Art Library (at w w w .ope nclipart.org) 
w ith  fre e  (Pu blic Dom ain) artw ork  bu t I 
h ave  fou nd it difficu lt to s e arch  and I 
rare ly find any clip art th e re  th at is  s u it-
able  for m y ne e ds. I w ill th e re fore  as s u m e  
th at you  ow n a copy of Pu blis h e r and can 
u s e  th e  clip art provide d inclu ding th e  e x-
tra clip art th at M icrosoft provide s  online .

Th e  proble m  re m ains : h ow  to im port 
th is  clip art into you r Scribu s  docu m e nt? 
I've  not fou nd a s ingle  s im ple  solu tion to 
th is. I h ave  ch os e n a pie ce  of borde r clip 
art and w ill e xplain 6 ste ps  tak e n from  
s im ple st to m ore  profe s s ional re s u lt. It is  
u p to you  h ow  far you  w ant to go w ith  
th is.

Ste p 1

.w m f to .png

Ste p 2

colou r to 
gre yscale

Ste p 3

m anu al 
adju stm e nt

Ste p 1
Th is  clip w as   obtaine d online  (k e yw ord 

"borde r", p21) and ins e rte d into a blank  
Pu blis h e r page . (Th e  file nam e  is  
dd019 02_ .w m f if you  w ant to acce s s  it 
th at w ay.) Adju st z oom  so it fits  on 
scre e n, PrintScre e n to clipboard, and 
copy into bitm ap e diting softw are , in th is  
cas e  Gim p (bu t Paint w ou ld do). Clip th e  
scre e n im age  dow n to ju st th e  t and 
save  th is  as  a .png (Portable  Ne tw ork  
Graph ics ) file . In Scribu s , ope n an Im age  
Fram e  and ins e rt th is  im age  file . In th is  
cas e  I scale d it to 40%, th e n Adju st 
Fram e  To Im age .

Ste p 2

Plain gre yscale  conve rs ion in Scribu s : 
righ t-click  on th e  im age , ch oos e  Im age  Ef-
fe cts/Grayscale />> (apply).

Ste p 3

I w ante d a cle are r top borde r, be tte r 
contrasts  on th e  flow e rs  and dots , and 
som e  oth e r ch ange s , so I re tu rne d to th e  
Gim p im age , conve rte d it to a gre yscale  
ve rs ion and adju ste d th e  colou ring by 
h and. M ak e  s u re  to k e e p copie s  of e ach  
diffe re nt ve rs ion in Gim p.
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Ste p 4

.png to .svg

Ste p 5

gre yscale  fill

Ste p 6

colou r fill

Ste p 4

Th e  3 ve rs ions  so far are  all in bitm ap 
im age  form at w h ich  can ne ve r give  th e  
re ally crisp look  of ve ctor graph ics. H e re , 
I h ave  conve rte d an u ncolou re d ve rs ion 
of th e  im age  to a .svg (Scalable  Ve ctor 
Graph ics ) form at u s ing Ink scape . Im port 
th e  u ncolou re d (plain black -on-w h ite ) 
ve rs ion into Ink scape  and do a trace : 
Path /Trace  Bitm ap/M onoch rom e , 2 
scans , non-Sm ooth .

Ste p 5

I th e n fille d th e  ve ctor graph ics  im age  in 
gre yscale  colou rs , u s ing th e  Ste p 3 
ve rs ion as  a gu ide . In Scribu s , you  ne e d 
to u s e  File /Im port/Im port SVG to ins e rt 
th is  im age , rath e r th an an Im age  Fram e . 
I scale d it dow n u s ing th e  161pt W idth  
s e tting e stablis h e d in Ste ps  1-3.

Ste p 6

Finally, I did a colou re d fill ve rs ion, 
m ak ing s u re  to u s e  th e  fre e 2code  blu e , 
orange  and w h ite  colou rs.

Th is  Cat on Book s  clip art w as  obtaine d 
from  th e  Pu blis h e r 2000 CD colle ction. 
Th e  .w m f file  (file nam e  bd06375_ .w m f) 
w as  conve rte d to .svg dire ctly u s ing SVG 
Factory softw are  (fre e  to dow nload from  
w w w .svgfactory.com ). A m ain proble m  
w ith  th is  softw are  is  th at it re s u lts  in far 
m ore  node s  th an ne ce s sary, so I u s e  th e  
Ink scape  s im plification tool (CTR-L tw ice  
in q u ick  s u cce s s ion). In th is  cas e  th e  cat 
alone  u s e d 457 node s , re du ce d to 206, 
th e n 175, th e n 158, afte r 3 
s im plifications. 

Th e  black  cat w as  isolate d from  th e  
book s  by grou ping its  e le m e nts  (inclu ding 
e ye s  and nos e  as  w e ll as  ou te r s h ape ). 
Th is  w as  th e n du plicate d and s h ifte d 
aw ay from  th e  com pos ite  im age . Th e  blu e  
and orange  cats  w e re  du plicate d from  th e  
black , colou re d, re locate d, and rotate d.
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Ch alle nge  #2
W e  can now  proce e d to com ple te  th e  

ch alle nge  of re produ cing th e  ne w sle tte r 
re cipe  box and th e n th e  w h ole  page .

Th e  sou p tu re e n w as  conve rte d dire ctly 
from  .w m f to .svg via SVG Factory bu t an 
e rror w as  e vide nt (s e e  Fig 7). Th is  w as  
corre cte d u s ing node  e diting in Ink scape . 
If you  are  not com fortable  w ith  s u ch  node  
e diting th e n stick  w ith  a s im ple  .w m f to 
.png conve rs ion and m aybe  a trace  to 
.svg as  w e ll. For th is  particu lar e xam ple , 
th e  bitm ap ve rs ion is  fine .

Th e  fu ll page  re produ ce d in Scribu s  
w as  page  16 and th e  tw o ve rs ions  can be  
vie w e d at:

page 16pu blis h e r.pdf Pu blis h e r ve rs ion

page 16scribu s.pdf Scribu s  ve rs ion

Afte r com ple ting th is  ch alle nge  and 
w riting u p w h at I've  le arnt in th is  tu torial 
I now  fe e l confide nt e nou gh  to sw itch  
from  Pu blis h e r to Scribu s. I h ope  th is  w ill 
h ave  h e lpe d you  to do th e  sam e .

Fig 7 Sou p tu re e n for ne w sle tte r re cipe  box: .svg, corre cte d, and .png ve rs ions

Sle nde r e llips e  
re nde re d 

inste ad of 
righ t e dge  

of bow l.

as  re nde re d dire ctly 
by SVG Factory

as  corre cte d and 
colou re d in gre ys  

by h and

.png ve rs ion 
via Gim p w ith  

Gre yscale  
applie d in 

Scribu s
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